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Thanksgiving for Holy Baptism

Notes

1
Thanksgiving for Holy Baptism should be made by the newly initiated and the regular congregation some weeks after initiation. This rite is based upon the general Thanksgiving for Holy Baptism (Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, pages 48-49). It may instead be appropriate to use the Thanksgiving for the Mission of the Church (Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, pages 54-56). 

2
It may be appropriate to present the newly initiated with a gift during this rite. This may be a bible if one has not already been given (see Note 4, page 19) or another gift.

This prayer of thanksgiving is said and water may be poured into the font. 

God in Christ gives us water welling up for eternal life.

With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 

All
Lord, give us this water and we shall thirst no more. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All
It is right to give thanks and praise. 

Blessed are you, sovereign God of all,

to you be glory and praise for ever.

You are our light and our salvation.

From the deep waters of death

you have raised your Son to life in triumph.

Grant that all who have been born anew by water and the Spirit

may daily be renewed in your image,

walk by the light of faith,

and serve you in newness of life;

through your anointed Son, Jesus Christ,

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit

we lift our voices of praise.

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit:

All
Blessed be God for ever. 

The minister leads the congregation in the commission
Those who are baptized are called to worship and serve God.

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,

in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?

All
With the help of God, I will. 

Will you persevere in resisting evil,

and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?

All
With the help of God, I will.
Will you proclaim by word and example

the good news of God in Christ?

All
With the help of God, I will.
Will you seek and serve Christ in all people,

loving your neighbour as yourself?

All
With the help of God, I will.
Will you acknowledge Christ’s authority over human society,

by prayer for the world and its leaders,

by defending the weak, and by seeking peace and justice?

All
With the help of God, I will.

Eternal God, our beginning and our end,

preserve in your people the new life of baptism;

as Christ receives us on earth,

so may he guide us through the trials of this world

and enfold us in the joy of heaven,

where you live and reign,

one God for ever and ever. Amen.
Those who have recently been baptized or confirmed, or have recently affirmed their baptismal faith, may be invited forward. They may be given the opportunity to give testimony, and may then be presented with a gift.

Intercessions are offered. These should include prayer for those who are preparing for baptism and for those recently baptized. They may end with this or another collect

Almighty God,

in our baptism you have consecrated us

to be temples of your Holy Spirit.

May we, whom you have counted worthy,

nurture this gift of your indwelling Spirit with a lively faith

and worship you with upright lives;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All
Amen.
The water may be sprinkled over the people or they may be invited to sign themselves with the cross using the water in the font. The minister says


As we follow the Way of Christ,


we affirm the presence of God among us,


Father, Son and Holy Spirit.


God calls us to share in worship.


Jesus said, where two are three are gathered in my name,


I am there among them.

All
Jesus, you are the Way: guide us on our journey.


God calls us to share in prayer.

Jesus said, remain in me, and I will remain in you.

All
Jesus, you are the Way: guide us on our journey.


God calls us to share the scriptures.

Jesus met his disciples on the road


and opened the scriptures to them.
All
Jesus, you are the Way: guide us on our journey.


God calls us to share in communion.

Jesus said, do this in remembrance of me.
All
Jesus, you are the Way: guide us on our journey.


God calls us to share in service.

Jesus said, as you do it for the least of these, you do it for me.

All
Jesus, you are the Way: guide us on our journey. 


God calls us to share the good news.


Jesus said, go and make disciples of all nations.
All
Jesus, you are the Way: guide us on our journey.
The service ends either with the peace or with the following blessing said from the font

May God, who in Christ gives us a spring of water

welling up to eternal life,

perfect in you the image of his glory;

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.

All
Amen.
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