A SERVICE OF COMMEMORATION

FOR ALL SOULS’ TIDE
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God’s love and power extend over all creation.  Every life, including our own, is precious to God.  Christians have always believed that there is hope in death as in life, and that there is new life in Christ after death.

Even those who share such faith find that there is a real sense of loss at the death of a loved one.  We will each have had our own experiences of their life and death, with different memories and different feelings of love, grief and respect.  To acknowledge this at the beginning of the service should help us to use this occasion to express our faith and our feelings as we remember before God those who have been close to us during their earthly lives.

During the service, the names of the departed will be read out and there will be an opportunity to light candles in memory of them.  The candles serve as a symbol – both of the prayers we offer for our loved ones, and of Jesus Christ the light of the world, in whom we place our hope and who leads us from death to life.

- - - - - - - - -

Minister
In the name of Christ, 

who died and was raised by the glory of the Father, 

we welcome you: 

grace, mercy and peace be with you all:

All

and also with you.


Minister
We meet this day to remember those whom we love but see no longer, to renew our trust and confidence in Christ, and to pray that together we may be one in him, through whom we offer our praises to the Father.

The Paschal Candle, the symbol of the risen Christ present with us for all eternity, is lit

Minister
Jesus Christ is the light of the world.

All

A light no darkness can quench.

HYMN
Remain standing

Minister
Blessed are you, Lord our God, lover of souls:
you uphold us in life and sustain us in death:
to you be glory and praise for ever!
For the darkness of this age is passing away
as Christ the bright and morning star
brings to his saints the light of life.
As you give light to those in darkness
who walk in the shadow of death,
so remember in your kingdom your faithful servants,
that death may be for them the gate to life
and to unending fellowship with you;
where with your saints you live and reign
one in the perfect union of love, now and for ever.  Amen.

Sit

FIRST READING






  
     Wisdom 3:1-5,9

Reader


A reading from the Wisdom of Solomon.

The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment will ever touch them.  In the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died, and their departure was thought to be a disaster, and their going from us to be their destruction; but they are at peace.  For though in the sight of others they were punished, their hope is full of immortality.  Having been disciplined a little, they will receive great good, because God tested them and found them worthy of himself.  Those who trust in him will understand truth, and the faithful will abide with him in love, because grace and mercy are upon his holy ones, and he watches over his elect. 

Reader
For the gift of his holy word

All

Thanks be to God.

Remain seated

PSALM 121 
1 I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills:

from whence cometh my help.

2 My help cometh even from the Lord:

who hath made heav’n and earth.

3 He will not suffer thy foot to be mov’d:

and he that keepeth thee will not sleep.

4 Behold, he that keepeth Israel : 

shall neither slumber nor sleep.

5 The Lord himself is thy keeper : 

the Lord is thy defence upon thy right hand;

6 So that the sun shall not burn thee by day : 

neither the moon by night.

7 The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil : 

Yea, it is even he that shall keep thy soul.

8 The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in : 

from this time forth for evermore.

Requiem aeternam, dona eis Domine, et lux perpetua luceat eis.

[Grant eternal rest, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them.]

Music: H Walford Davies


SECOND READING





     

   Revelation 7:9-17

Reader
A reading from the Revelation to John.

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands.  They cried out in a loud voice, saying ‘Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!’  And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshipped God, singing, ‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honour and power and might be to our God for ever and ever! Amen.’

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, ‘Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come from?’  I said to him, ‘Sir, you are the one that knows.’ Then he said to me, ‘These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.  For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.  They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’ 

Reader
For the gift of his holy word

All

Thanks be to God.

Stand

GOSPEL CANTICLE





     Nunc Dimittis

[insert music for chant]
1
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant de - | part in | peace :


ac - | cording | to thy | word.

2
For mine eyes have | seen thy . sal - | vation;


which thou hast prepared before the | face of | all - | people;

3
To be a light to | lighten . the | Gentiles :


and to be the | glory . of thy | people | Israel.


     Luke 2.29-32


Glory be to the Father, and | to the | Son : and | to the | Holy | Ghost;


as it was in the beginning, is now, and | ever | shall be :


world without | end. |  A - | men.

Sit

ADDRESS





Stand

HYMN / SONG

Kneel

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Minister
In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Jesus, Bread from Heaven, 

you satisfy the hungry with good things:
grant us a share with all the faithful departed
in the banquet of your kingdom.

Hear us, risen Lord,

All
our resurrection and our life.

Jesus, the Light of the World,
you gave the man born blind the gift of sight
and opened the eyes of his faith:
bring those in darkness to your eternal light and glory.

Hear us, risen Lord,
our resurrection and our life.

Jesus, Son of the Living God,
you summoned your friend Lazarus from death to life:
raise us at the last to full and eternal life with you.

Hear us, risen Lord,
our resurrection and our life.

Jesus, Crucified Saviour,
in your dying you entrusted each to the other
Mary your mother and John your beloved disciple:
sustain and comfort all who mourn.

Hear us, risen Lord,
our resurrection and our life.

Jesus, our Way and Truth and Life,
you drew your disciple Thomas from doubt to faith:
reveal the resurrection faith to the doubting and the lost.

Hear us, risen Lord,
our resurrection and our life.

May God in his infinite love and mercy bring the whole Church, living and departed in the Lord Jesus, to a joyful resurrection and the fulfilment of his eternal kingdom. Amen.

Minister
Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us



let us pray in faith and trust.

All



Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.





Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.





For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.  Amen.

Sit

COMMEMORATION OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED

Minister
Let us commend the faithful departed 

to the merciful keeping of Almighty God.

The names of those to be remembered are read aloud

A short time of silent reflection is kept

Minister
This is the will of him that sent me
that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me,

All
and I will raise them up at the last day.

During the following singing, you are invited to move forward and light a candle in memory of departed friends or relatives

The choir sings the Russian Contakion of the Departed

Choir

Give rest, O Christ, to thy servant with the saints:
where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting.
Thou only art immortal, the creator and maker of all:
and we are mortal, formed of the earth, and unto earth shall we return.
For so thou didst ordain when thou createdst me, saying:
‘Dust thou art and to dust thou shalt return.’
All we go down to the dust,
and weeping o’er the grave, we make our song:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

After a period of silence, all then sing the following chant several times

[Taize chant: Bless the Lord, my soul]
Minister
Neither death nor life can separate us from the love of God
in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Hear us, O merciful Father,
as we remember in love those whom we have placed in your hands.
Acknowledge, we pray, the sheep of your own fold,
lambs of your own flock, sinners of your own redeeming.
Enfold them in the arms of your mercy,
in the blessed rest of everlasting peace,
and in the glorious company of the saints in light.  Amen.

Stand

HYMN
BLESSING

Priest

May Christ the good shepherd enfold you with love,
fill you with peace, and lead you in hope, 





to the end of your days;
and the blessing of God almighty,





the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,





be among you and remain with you always.  Amen.
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