Christingle Services and Crib Services 

Two service outlines are provided here (for a Christingle Service and a Crib Service), followed by a resource section. These outlines suggest, rather than prescribe, a pattern. Care will be needed to adapt the outlines to local custom and context, taking into account the range of ages and Christian experience of those present.

Whatever structure and shape is adopted, the telling of the story should lead to praise and thanksgiving, and be concluded by prayer. In any of the acts of thanksgiving, the lighting of one prominently placed large single candle, or a Christingle, or the candles of the Advent Wreath, may provide a helpful focus.

An Outline for a Christingle Service

 Greeting

 Lighting of a Candle

 Thanksgiving

 Ministry of the Word

Reading

Talk or Address

 Offering of Gifts

 Prayers

 Lord's Prayer

 Lighting/Presentation of Christingles

 Ending/Blessing

An Outline for a Crib Service
 Greeting

 Lighting of Candle

 Penitential Section

 Collect

 Ministry of the Word

Reading

Building up of Crib while telling the story

Talk or Address

 Thanksgiving

 Prayers

 Lord's Prayer

 Ending/Blessing

Greeting / Introduction / Acclamation

1

Christ has brought us out of darkness:

to live in his marvellous light.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, welcome to ... today.  We have come together in the presence of God our Father to rejoice in the gift of Jesus to us as the light of the world, to hear and receive the story and message of the coming of Christ, and to offer to God our thanksgiving in prayer and song.

2
Today we remember Jesus and the story of his birth:

Jesus is our King.

As a candle is lit
Jesus Christ is the light of the world;

Jesus is our Way.

With Jesus even dark places are light;

Jesus is the Truth.

In Jesus we shall live for ever:

Jesus is our Life.

3
We meet to celebrate the coming of Christ into the world.

The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us

and we beheld his glory.

4
I bring you good news of great joy:

a Saviour has been born to you.  Alleluia.

Unto us a child is born,

unto us a Son is given.  Alleluia.

[Hear the words of St Luke:

When the angels had gone from them into heaven, 

the shepherds said to one another,

'Let us go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened 

which the Lord has made known to us'. 

So they hastened, and found Mary and Joseph, 

and the baby lying in a manger.]

He is Christ the Lord.  Alleluia.

We worship and adore him.   Alleluia.

5
The glory of the Lord has been revealed

and all flesh shall see it together.

As a candle is lit
Jesus Christ is the light of the world:

a light no darkness can quench.

The shepherds kept watch by night,

and your glory shone round about them.

The darkness is not dark to you,

the night is as bright as the day.

Let your light scatter the darkness

and fill your Church with your glory.

6
Holy Jesus,

by being born one of us,

and lying humbly in a manger,

you show us how much God loves the world.

Let the light of your love always shine in our hearts,

until we reach our home in heaven,

and see you on your throne of glory.  Amen.
Invitations to Confession

Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the darkness 


of our hearts,

In his light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins.

As we kneel with the shepherds before the newborn Christ child, 

we open our hearts in penitence and faith:

Kyrie Confession
You were born for our salvation.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

You came as Saviour to bring wholeness and peace.

Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

You come to bring light into the darkness of our lives.

Lord, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Prayer of Penitence

A prayer for use with small children
Father God,

we are sorry

for the things we do and say and think

which make you sad,

and for not thinking of others

before ourselves.

Please forgive us,

and help us to love you and other people

more and more.  Amen.

Absolutions

May the God of all healing and forgiveness

draw us to himself,

and cleanse us from all our sins

that we may behold the glory of his Son,

the Word made flesh,

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

May God who loved the world so much

that he sent his Son to be our Saviour

forgive us our sins

and make us holy to serve him in the world,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Thanksgivings

One prominently placed Christingle, or a large candle, or the candles of the Advent wreath, may be lit.  
1

Gracious God, we give you thanks and praise

for Jesus Christ our Lord:

for he was the Word before all creation.

Through him all things come to be,

not one thing has its being but through him.

Jesus, light of the world,

we worship and adore you.

His life is the light that shines in the dark,

a light that darkness cannot overpower.

Jesus, light of the world,

we worship and adore you.

The Word was the true light coming into the world.

He was in the world

that had its being through him,

and the world did not know him.

Jesus, light of the world,

we worship and adore you.

He came to his own, and they did not accept him.

But to all who accept him

he gives power to become children of God.

Jesus, light of the world,

we worship and adore you.

The Word was made flesh and lived among us,

and we have seen his glory,

as the only Son of the Father,

full of grace and truth.

Jesus, light of the world,

we worship and adore you.

To God our creator,

born as one of us,

be all praise and glory.

With all the company of heaven, we worship, saying:

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God almighty,

who was, and is, and is to come:

to him be glory and honour for ever and ever.   Amen.

2
Blessed are you, God of all glory,

through your Son the Christ.

His name is Jesus

because he saves his people from their sin.

He will be called Emmanuel:

God is with us.

Let us praise the Lord, the God of Israel:

he has come to his people and set them free.

He gave up the glory of heaven

and took the form of a servant.

The Word was made flesh

and we beheld his glory.

In humility he walked the path of obedience

to die on the cross.

God raised him to the highest place above

and gave him the name above every name:

Jesus Christ is Lord.

So all beings in heaven and earth will fall at his feet,

and proclaim to the glory of God

Jesus Christ is Lord.

Today (This night/day) Christ is born:

Alleluia.

Today (This night/day) the Saviour comes:

Alleluia.

Today (This night/day) the angels sing on earth:

Alleluia. Glory to God in the Highest.

3

Glory to Christ, Son of Mary;

born a child,

you are one with us:

Glory to God in the highest.

Glory to Christ, Son of David;

born to rule,

you reign in our hearts:

Glory to God in the highest.

Glory to Christ, Son of Man;

born to save,

you are the light of the world:

Glory to God in the highest. 

4
Blessed are you, God our Father,

through your Son the Christ.

His name is Jesus.

God is with us.  Praise the Lord.

Jesus came and shared our life:

God is with us.  Praise the Lord.

Jesus’ touch made people whole:

God is with us.  Praise the Lord.

Jesus raised the dead to life:

God is with us.  Praise the Lord.

Jesus died to set us free:

God is with us.  Praise the Lord.

Jesus rose to life again:

God is with us.  Praise the Lord.

Jesus is our King on high:

God is with us.  Praise the Lord.

Before a Bible Reading

God's word is a lantern to our feet:

and a light to our path.

Intercession

The Intercessions on pages 67-71 may be used. H3 and H5 are particularly appropriate.

A prayer for the Children's Society (for use at a Christingle service)

Loving Lord,

we thank you for the Children's Society as it reaches out 

to young people experiencing pain and injustice.

Guide and strengthen its work alongside children and young people

who are homeless and on the streets,

in prison or facing problems in the community.

Grant us the wisdom to listen to the voices of the young

and to recognise their gifts and insights.

Help us to work with them to create a fair and just society

where all may know the fullness of your love,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Affirmation of faith

Let us declare our faith in God:

We believe in God the Father,

from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named.

We believe in God the Son,

who lives in our hearts through faith,

and fills us with his love.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit,

who strengthens us

with power from on high.

We believe in one God:

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   Amen.

Endings and Blessings

The Lord bless you and watch over you,

the Lord make his face shine upon you
and be gracious to you,

the Lord look kindly on you
and give you peace;

and the blessing.....

May God the Father keep you in all your days.

May God the Son shield you in all your ways.

May God the Spirit bring you healing and peace.

May God the Holy Trinity drive all darkness from you

and pour upon you blessing and light.   Amen.
Father of all,

you have given us your Son to be the Saviour of the World.

Welcome us your Children into your kingdom 
to enjoy your presence for ever.  Amen.
God sent his angels from glory to bring to shepherds

the good news of Jesus' birth.

Amen. We thank you Lord.

You have heard his story,

the story of God's own Son.

Amen. We thank you Lord.

May he fill you with joy

to bring this good news to others today.

Amen. We thank you Lord.

For other endings and blessings, see pages 73-74
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