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Services Authorized and Commended 
 
 

AUTHORIZED SERVICES ALTERNATIVE TO THE BOOK OF 
COMMON PRAYER 

As at 1 January 2008 
 
 

Published in Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church 
of England and Common Worship: Collects and Post Communions 
 

 1 Calendar 
 2 A Service of the Word 
 3 Schedule of permitted variations to The Book of Common Prayer Orders 
 for Morning and Evening Prayer where these occur in Common Worship 
 4 Prayers for Various Occasions 
 5 The Litany 
 6 Authorized Forms of Confession and Absolution 
 7 Creeds and Authorized Affirmations of Faith 
 8 The Lord’s Prayer 
 9 The Order for the Celebration of Holy Communion also called The 
 Eucharist and The Lord’s Supper 
10 Collects and Post Communions 
11 Rules for Regulating Authorized Forms of Service 
12 The Lectionary 
13 Opening Canticles at Morning and Evening Prayer; Gospel Canticles; 
 Other Canticles; A Song of Praise (Epiphany); Te Deum Laudamus 

 
Published in Common Worship: Christian Initiation 
 

14 Holy Baptism 
15 Emergency Baptism 
16 Holy Baptism and Confirmation 
17 Seasonal Provisions and Supplementary Texts 
18 Affirmation of Baptismal Faith 
19 Reception into the Communion of the Church of England 

 
Published in Common Worship: Pastoral Services 
 

20 Wholeness and Healing 
21 The Marriage Service with prayers and other resources 
22 Thanksgiving for the Gift of a Child 
23 The Funeral Service with prayers and other resources 
24 Series One Solemnization of Matrimony 
25 Series One Burial Services 

 
Published in Common Worship: Ordination Services 
 

26  Ordination Services 
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Published separately 
 

27 Public Worship with Communion by Extension  
 (NB explicit permission must be obtained from the bishop for the 
 use of this rite.) 
28 Weekday Lectionary 

 
The above are all authorized by the General Synod for use until further 
resolution of the Synod. 
  
 
Form of Service authorized by the Archbishops of Canterbury and 
York without time limit for use in their respective Provinces 
 

A Service for Remembrance Sunday  
  (included in Common Worship: Times and Seasons – see below) 
 
 
 

COMMENDED SERVICES AND RESOURCES 
As at 1 January 2008 

 
Published in Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church 
of England 
 

 1 Introduction to Morning and Evening Prayer on Sunday 
 2 Introduction to Holy Baptism 
 3 Short Prefaces for the Sundays before Lent and after Trinity 
 4 Additional Canticles 

 
Published in the President’s Edition of Common Worship 
 

 5 Additional Blessings 

 
Published in Common Worship: Christian Initiation 
 

 6 Rites Supporting Disciples on the Way of Christ 
 7 Admission of the Baptized to Communion 
 8 Celebration after an Initiation Service outside the Parish 
 9 Thanksgiving for Holy Baptism 
10 A Corporate Service of Penitence 
11 The Reconciliation of a Penitent 

 
Published in Common Worship: Pastoral Services 
 

12  An Order for Prayer and Dedication after a Civil Marriage 
13  Thanksgiving for Marriage 
14 Ministry at the Time of Death 
15 Receiving the Coffin at Church before the Funeral 
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16 Funeral of a Child: Outline Orders and Resources 
17 At Home after the Funeral 
18 Memorial Services: Outline Orders and Sample Services 
19 Prayers for Use with the Dying and at Funeral and Memorial Services  
20 Canticles for Marriages, Funerals and Memorial Services 

 
Published separately 
 

21 Material contained in New Patterns for Worship 
22 Material contained in Common Worship: Times and Seasons 
23   Material contained in Common Worship: Festivals 
 
 
 

SERVICES WHICH COMPLY WITH THE PROVISIONS OF A 
SERVICE OF THE WORD (see Authorized Services, no. 2) 

 
As at 1 January 2008 

 
Published in Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church 
of England 
 

 1 An Order for Morning Prayer on Sunday 
 2 An Order for Evening Prayer on Sunday 
 3 An Order for Night Prayer (Compline) 
 4 An Order for Night Prayer (Compline) in Traditional Language 

 
Published separately 
 

 5 Sample services contained in New Patterns for Worship 
 6 Services contained in Common Worship: Daily Prayer 

 
PUBLICATIONS 
 

The material is published in the following volumes: 
• Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England 
• Common Worship: President's Edition 
• Common Worship: Collects and Post Communions 
• Common Worship: Christian Initiation 
• Common Worship: Pastoral Services 
• Common Worship: Daily Prayer 
• Common Worship: Times and Seasons 
• Common Worship: Festivals 
• Common Worship: Ordination Services (Study Edition) 
• New Patterns for Worship 
•  Public Worship with Communion by Extension 
• annual editions of the Common Worship Lectionary 
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It may also be found in the Common Worship area of the Church of England 
website. 

 
 

VERSIONS OF THE BIBLE AND OF THE PSALMS 
 

The following may be used in Book of Common Prayer services (with the 
permission of the Parochial Church Council) instead of the Authorized Version 
of the Bible and the Psalter in The Book of Common Prayer: 
 

• Revised Version    
• Jerusalem Bible 
• Revised Standard Version  
• Good News Bible 
• New English Bible  (Today's English Version) 
• The Revised Psalter 
• The Liturgical Psalter (The Psalms in a new translation for worship) 

 
Any version of the Bible or Psalter not prohibited by lawful authority may be 
used with Alternative Services and Commended Services. 
 
 
A leaflet entitled A Brief Guide to Liturgical Copyright deals with the 
procedures for local reproduction. It provides guidance on preparing local 
texts and information about copyright requirements. The third edition (2000) 
is available at £1.50 from Church House Publishing and in the Common 
Worship area of the Church of England web site. 


